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(Ahmadi, M. (2012). Enhancing critical thinking abilities through written and
audiotaped dialog journals (Unpublished MA thesis). Tehran: Allameh
Tabataba’i University).

Abstract

One of the most effective forums for flourishing critical thinking in the
content areas is journal keeping which is increasingly gaining popularity in
EFL/ESL classrooms. (M1-Introduction) To expand on the literature
review, further research was performed to compare two kinds of this topmost
pedagogical techniques (namely audiotaped and written dialogue journals)
used in EFL classrooms in order to investigate their impact on the
enhancement of critical thinking. Participants in this study were 33 Iranian
EFL learners in 3 intact classes. (M2-Purpose) The Watson-Glaser Critical
Thinking Appraisal- Form A (WGCTA-FA; Watson-Glaser, 1980) as pretest
was given at the outset of the semester. Subsequently, the participants in two
experimental groups were asked to keep two different kinds of dialogue
journals (audiotaped or written) in each class; however, the comparison
group did just their ordinary writing tasks. A posttest was distributed at the
end of the forth semester. In this quantitative study, data from WGCTA-FA
were gathered for compilation and statistical analyses. (M3-Method) The
analyses exhibited significant difference between the experimental groups
and the comparison group giving evidence that keeping dialogue journals in
comparison with having typical writing tasks improves students” critical
thinking abilities more. However, both experimental groups equally
outperformed the comparison group in terms of such an enhancement. (M4-
Product) The findings of this study provide insight into an effective
technique in enhancing learners" critical thinking and present suggestions for
further research. (M5-Conclusion)
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