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Abstract

This article investigates the extinction of the “Forsi” language, also known as “Harzan-Dili”; in
Harzandat of Marand County, East Azerbaijan, Iran. The extinction occurred in December 2023
with the death of the last speaker in the village of Galin-Qayah. This village was one of the last
villages in the north of Azerbaijan where an Iranian language, believed to be related to the region’s
ancient language, had survived. With the passing of the last speaker, the process of language shift
was completed in the area, resulting in all inhabitants becoming speakers of Azeri Turkish. This
represents a modern case of the death of an Iranian language in Azerbaijan, replaced by Azeri
Turkish. It is believed that similar things have occurred in the past across Azerbaijan and may

continue in the few remaining villages where Tati or Talysh languages are still spoken.
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1. Introduction

A language becomes extinct when its last native speaker passes away - a fate that has befallen
countless languages throughout human history. The causes of language death are manifold,
ranging from catastrophic natural disasters, such as floods and earthquakes, which can abruptly
obliterate speech communities, to human-induced calamities like war and genocide, which may
entirely eliminate a language's speaker population. In most instances, however, language death is
a gradual and often imperceptible process. Rather than vanishing suddenly, a language slowly loses
its speakers under the cumulative influence of political, economic, social, and cultural pressures.
Over time, the language ceases to be transmitted to younger generations, and eventually, with the

death of its last speaker, it falls silent forever.

In December 2023, Mr. Abdol-Ali Adabi, a resident of the village of Galin-Qayah in Marand
County, East Azerbaijan Province, passed away. He was the last known speaker of the Iranian
language locally referred to as "Harzandi" or "Harzani." Turkish-speaking inhabitants of the
Harzandat region have traditionally used the term "Harzan-Dili", meaning "Harzani language", to
designate this language variety. Notably, Mr. Adabi himself referred to his native tongue as "Forsi"
or "Forosi." With his passing, the Harzandi/ Forsi language became extinct, representing a

contemporary instance of language shift within the Iranian context.
This study is motivated by two questions:
1. What factors precipitated the extinction of the Forsi language in the Harzandat region?

2. What implications does the extinction of Forsi, and its replacement by Azeri Turkish,

hold for our understanding of language dynamics in the region?

2. Literature Review

A substantial body of scholarship has examined the phenomenon of language shift, wherein the
language of one speech community is gradually supplanted by another. Such shifts are typically
driven by the greater political, economic, religious, or social prestige of the dominant language.
In the case of the Azerbaijan region, it is widely held that a variety of Iranian languages, most
closely related to Tati and Talysh, was once spoken. Following the entry of Turkish-speaking
populations into the region approximately a millennium ago, it is generally believed that these

Iranian varieties gradually yielded to Turkish, with their speakers undergoing a process of language

shift.

However, research conducted over the past several decades reveals that Iranian language
varieties have persisted in certain pockets of Azerbaijan up to the present day. This section of the

paper draws upon both historical texts and contemporary scholarly investigations to establish a
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contextual foundation for examining the specific situation of the Harzandi/ Forsi language within

the Harzandat region.

3. Methodology

This article constitutes an explanatory investigation into the extinction of the Forsi language
(locally known as "Harzan-Dili"). The data analyzed in this study were drawn from multiple
sources: prior scholarly works, some of which were reviewed in the literature review, as well as
websites, channels, and social media pages. Additionally, primary data were gathered through the
author's conversations with one of the children of the late Mr. Abdol-Ali Adabi and with other
residents of Galin-Qayah. Through these interviews and interactions, the author sought to gain
firsthand insight into the linguistic history of the Harzandat region. Therefore, from a
methodological standpoint, this research falls within the category of inductive inquiry. In terms
of method, it is classified as analytical research with a primary focus on explaining the subject

under investigation.

4. Results and Discussion

The available data from the Forsi language reveal a substantial presence of Azeri Turkish
loanwords. Notably, many of these borrowings pertain to domains that languages typically do not
draw from external sources, such as basic vocabulary relating to parts of the body, unless the
borrowing language has been subjected to sustained and intensive contact with the lending
language over an extended period. Examples include Turkish terms for "lip" "eyebrow" "eyelash"
and other anatomical references in the Forsi of Galin-Qayah, all of which are borrowed from Azeri
Turkish. Beyond lexical borrowing, the data indicate that Forsi was affected not only at the level
of vocabulary but also in its syntactic and morphological structures, reflecting the depth and

intensity of language contact.

From a sociolinguistic perspective, the findings reveal that Forsi speakers in the Harzandat
region acquired Azeri Turkish as a means of communication with speakers of the region's majority
language. This resulted in widespread bilingualism among Forsi speakers. Then, this pattern was
a pivotal mechanism in the language's decline, and its extinction. Additional social factors, namely

those related to the prestige of Forsi in its language community, further accelerated the process.

5. Conclusion

The findings of this study, considered in conjunction with prior research, indicate that until a few
decades ago, Forsi/ Harzandi was spoken not only in Galin-Qayah but also in a considerable
number of other villages across the Harzandat region. The existence of the Turkish term "Harzan-
Dili" among Azeri Turkish speakers, used to designate the Forsi/ Harzani/ Harzandi/ Tati

language of the area, further attests to the historical roots of this language in the region. However,



|75 | Language Science Studies B Volume |3, Issue 23 M September 2026

for the reasons delineated in this article, its speakers have gradually shifted to Turkish. This case
constitutes a clear example of language shift. This, at the very least, suggests that the ancestral
language of at least some of the present-day Azeri Turkish speakers in the region was not Turkish
speakers. This conclusion aligns with the findings of other studies that have documented a gradual
process of Turkification among speakers of Talysh, Tati, Kurdish, and other Iranian languages in

Azerbaijan.
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tlama dimu gzlinqxjeva: galingzjz, kohorzane mahaldzenda genesdaja, ve ?enta
?en mahale kala dijun dzendavara. ?en di here-so kara, ki dzavi Podzmijoj
?ivadonesxj de hoz-o pintf-so' nafer babxn. vorodandunda ?en mahalendai para
dijunda kohorzane zuhune qisz bokordeberut. Yamma ?emru?en ruzenda ?xvon
xelijoj ?en zuhune vir dzunuri votajnz. jeka gxlingejaendx va kimeleji bobirendaz
?en zuhune zunosnot. ?& dijuni ri ki vorordandunda ?en zuhunhun qise kondeberut
?emoja: kohorzan, ?ajruneben, qara-bulax, bobra, zal, qeflax. va ?avo vir dzunuri
votej illetej Peme ki ?@von xelijoj Pen zuhune ?iftendzun holtolunejle nejnz umutz.
?emz ki ?zvon difonda ?en zuhun viri ri?a marajz baxbe.
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