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Abstract

The linguistic examination of sacred texts, particularly the Qur'an, offers a more precise and
profound understanding of religious concepts. The value of literary currents in Qur'anic studies
lies mainly in their methodological role — that is, what these currents actually accomplish within
the process of research and interpretation. Clarifying this role requires categorizing and examining
their various functions. Given the diversity of approaches and the possibility of multidimensional
analysis, this study proposes a classification of literary currents (and their sub-branches) in exegesis
and linguistics based on three criteria: application (religious-adaptational versus critical approach),
historical period (historicist, structuralist, universal/generative, and functionalist linguistics), and
content (cognitivist versus non-cognitivist theory). A current is considered distinct if it exhibits
traits such as social identity, foundational principles and presuppositions, fluidity and dynamism,
a population of adherents, systemic/network identity, and demonstrable influence. Drawing on
surveys of Qur'anic studies among scholars in Iran, the Arab world, and the West, the study argues
that Qur'anic linguistics has developed into an independent branch of knowledge. Western
scholars predominantly favor a critical approach in application, while Islamic scholars favor a
religious approach; over time, Western scholarship has also progressed through four historical
phases — historicism (diachronic and synchronic), structuralism, universal/generative grammar,
and functionalism (context-oriented). By contrast, contemporary Qur'anic studies in the Islamic
world remain largely centered on historicism, engaging only sporadically and briefly with

functionalist or universal linguistic approaches.
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1. Introduction

Language is a structural-communicative system composed of grammar and vocabulary, through
which humans convey meaning in spoken and written forms. The scientific study of language is
called linguistics. In examining the Qur'an as a sacred text, one must distinguish between two
currents: the traditional current, which has continued from the time of revelation to the present
day, and the current influenced by the Western literary and philosophical atmosphere, which was
introduced into Qur'anic studies by Orientalists and Muslim intellectuals. The present research,
relying on both literary-linguistic and literary-philosophical origins, analyzes the language of the
Qur'an from the perspective of linguistic sciences and examines and categorizes the various

linguistic currents of the Qur'an in the Islamic world.

2. Literature Review

Numerous studies have been conducted in the field of linguistic approaches to sacred texts,
including the Qur'an. Salari Rad (2006) examined various theories in religious linguistics and
analyzed both cognitive and non-cognitive approaches. Khosropanah (2007) analyzed literary and
linguistic currents and compared different approaches. Abbasiyan Chaleshtari (2018) investigated
a new approach to the study of religious language and the interaction between language and
religion. Bakhshian et al. (2019) examined the impact of religious linguistics on the philosophy
of religion, particularly Hick's theories. Ajeli at al. (2022) analyzed linguistic models in Islamic
rational theology. A review of the research indicates that in the Islamic world, the dominant
approach in linguistic analyses has been a religious one; however, the fundamental question is
whether these studies can be classified merely as a single current, or whether they differ

substantially from the Western linguistic perspective.

3. Methodology

The present research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method with a library-
documentary approach. Data were collected by referring to authoritative sources in three
geographical-intellectual domains (the Western world, the Arab world, and Iran). The analytical
framework is based on a tripartite model that categorizes linguistic currents of religious texts
according to three main criteria: (1) application (religious approach versus critical approach), (2)
historical period (historicism, structuralism, universal/generative, and functionalism/contextualism),
and (3) content (cognitive theories versus non-cognitive theories). For quantitative-qualitative
analysis, the data obtained from examining scholars in each domain are presented in two tables (a
qualitative table and a percentage-quantitative table) to enable a systematic comparison of

dominant approaches.
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4. Results

The findings reveal fundamental differences among linguistic currents across the three domains.
Regarding application, the critical approach prevails in the West, subjecting sacred texts to
historical and hermeneutic critique, while the religious approach dominates in the Islamic world,
employing linguistics to affirm the Qur'an's inimitability and sanctity. Regarding the historical
period, the West has evolved through historicism, structuralism, universal grammar, and
functionalism, whereas the Islamic world remains largely within historicism, with only occasional
attention to structuralism and functionalism. Regarding content, non-cognitive theories, which
view religious propositions as expressions of values and emotions, are predominant in the West,
while cognitive theories, which regard religious language as representing objective and
transhistorical truths, prevail in the Islamic world. Furthermore, "semantics" is the most frequent
subfield across all three domains, indicating the central importance of meaning in religious
linguistic studies. These differences are rooted in divergent epistemological foundations
(revelatory in Islam versus secular in the West) and profoundly influence the interpretation of

sacred texts.

5. Conclusion

Linguistic analysis of religious texts as an intellectual current flourished in Europe from the 18th
century and reached its peak in the 20th century. The fundamental difterences between Western
and Islamic approaches in terms of goals and methods reflect the cultural and historical influences
on the study of language and meaning. In the Western world, the critical approach is accompanied
by non-cognitive theories that enable humans to interpret sacred texts based on free reason,
whereas in the Islamic world, the religious approach, with cognitive theories grounded in logical
and rational reasoning, views language as a means of conveying religious beliefs and values. These
differences not only affect the interpretation of religious texts but also contribute to a deeper
understanding of cultural and philosophical interactions between the two worlds. Ultimately,
linguistic analysis of religious texts can help us better understand religious meanings and values

and apply them in everyday life.
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