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Abstract

Comparison is a mental process through which two or more
phenomena are being compared based on their differences or
similarities. Cross-linguistically, comparison is most commonly
expressed through morphological possibilities, however, different
syntactic constructions encode the concept as well. The present
contribution bore an attempt to present the various morphological and
syntactic constructions encoding the grammatical concept of superior
comparative in Persian as the most prototypical of all comparative
constructions based on Heine’s (1997) eightfold classification of
source event schemata of which the comparison representations are
derived. The Persian data showed that in addition to the eight source
schemata namely, action, location, source, goal, polarity, sequence,
similarity, and topic, expressing this grammatical concept, Persian
employs seven more source schemata, to be specific, body-term,
definite, genitive, animal, double predicate, idiomatic, and modal for
indicting superior comparative. The main observation made in this
research was that the evolution of grammatical categories through
grammaticalization proceeds from lexical, open-class, and concrete
sources, to grammatical, closed-class, and abstract forms as what has
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occurred in the path of emerging superior comparative constructions
through lexical sources in Persian.

1.Introduction

Language structure is the product of our interaction with the world
around us. The way we build discourses and develop linguistic
categories can immediately be derived from the way we experience
our environment and use that experience in specific communication.
The domain of superior comparative bears the semantic function of
assigning a graded position on a predicative scale to two (possibly
complex) objects. The present contribution bears an attempt to portray
the different linguistic forms encoding different comparative concepts
in Persian. The main claim made in this paper is that, like other
grammatical expressions, comparative markers in Persian tend to be
derived from other, more concrete, entities, in particular a limited
number of conceptual source structures referred to as event schemas
introduced by Heine (1997). The goals of the present study are as
follows: 1. Cognitively, to identify the main source schemas for
“comparative construction” in Persian. 2 .Introducing unstudied
schemas and subschemas in Persian in order to extend the treasury of
source schemas responsible for developing comparative constructions
cross- linguistically. The study identified superior comparative
construction in Persian emerging through 15 event schemas, 8 out of
15 are similar to the above- mentioned Heine’s typological and
cognitive proposal and 7 more, which seem to be Persian language
specific namely, body-term, definite, genitive, animal, double
predicate, idiomatic, and modal event schemas.

Research Questions

1 .Based on the idea that language is a cognitive entity and a historical
product which must be explained with reference to the cognitive
forces and schemas that have shaped it, what are the main source
schemas for development of comparative construction in Persian?

2 .Is there any pool of possible conceptual sources for the expression
of comparison in Persian which has not been formulated in Heine's
(1997) cognitive framework?
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2. Literature Review

Unfortunately, there is not any published research available on
superior comparative construction in Persian based on
grammaticalization. An unpublished draft on the same subject by
Davari & Naghzguy-Kohan (2016) has been shared in their personal
websites in Academia.edu. Furthermore, Davari & Karbalaei-
Mohammadi have an accepted abstract on the same subject for ICIL9
(2020). However, it should be mentioned that Imani (1400, 1402) has
published 2 articles on superlative comparative in Persian based on
the same framework which is different from the present topic.

3. Methodology

This study draws heavily on published texts and daily dialogues of
Persian speakers. Reporting on a cognitive- typological study of
comparative constructions in Persian, the project initially follows the
cognitive framework of Heine (1997). Based on Heine's model, a
comparative construction compares two referents with respect to a
gradable property, but where one of the referents has the property to a
higher degree. A comparative construction must allow a way to
express the PREDICATE (some gradable property concept word,
usually called adjective), the COMPAREE (the first referent to be
compared), and the STANDARD (the other referent to which the first
referent is compared). In addition, comparative constructions typically
have a COMPARATIVE STANDARD MARKER (i.e. a marker that
is closely associated with the standard), and often they also include a
COMPARATIVE DEGREE MARKER (a marker that is closely
associated with the predicate and occurs only or primarily in
comparative constructions or other constructions expressing
comparison or similar notions). Following Heine (1997: 109), we
consider comparison as a universal domain whose genesis in grammar
can be accounted for by reference to a limited number of conceptual
structures called “event schemas”. These schemas encompass the
essential attributes of recurrent stereotyped events in basic human
daily cognition, perceptions, and experiences. They are propositional
in nature and relate to ontological domains such as action, location,
source, goal etc. Heine (1997: 112) introduces eight event schemas
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from which various comparative constructions in the languages of the
world may develop. Heine (1997) argues that most of the comparative
constructions to be found in the languages of the world can be traced
back to the above small set of source schemas. These schemas
represent more concrete domains in contrast to the more abstract
domain of comparison.

4. Results

The analysis indicates that, similar to other languages of the world,
the comparative constructions in Persian are derived through a limited
number of more concrete source structures referred to as event
schemas. The Persian data showed that in addition to the eight source
schemata brought in by Heine (1997), namely, action, location,
source, goal, polarity, sequence, similarity, and topic, expressing this
grammatical concept, Persian employs seven more source schemata,
to be specific, body-term, definite, genitive, animal, double predicate,
idiomatic, and modal for indicating superior comparative. The main
observation made in this research was that the evolution of
grammatical categories through grammaticalization proceeds from
lexical, open-class, and concrete sources to grammatical, closed-class,
and abstract forms as what has occurred in the path of emerging
superior comparative constructions through lexical sources in Persian.

5. Conclusion

The analysis indicates that, similar to other languages of the world,
the comparative constructions in Persian are derived through a limited
number of more concrete source structures referred to as event
schemas. The main observation made in this research was that the
evolution of grammatical categories through grammaticalization
proceeds from lexical, open-class, and concrete sources to
grammatical, closed-class, and abstract forms as what has occurred in
the path of emerging superior comparative constructions through
lexical sources in Persian.

Keywords: comparative construction, grammaticalization, cognitive
approach, event schemata, Persian.
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