Fall & Winter 2025, 12(22), 39-80
Is.atu.ac.ir PRESS
DOI: 10.22054/1s.2022.58014.1423

-- Language Science Studies - ——------ /@) ‘ATU
DMd

The Use of Scientific Language in Persian Literary
Research (Selected Works from the Book of the Year,
1981-1991)

PhD of Persian Language and Literature,
Mohammad Mehdi Faculty of Persian Literature and Foreign
Z.amani Languages, Allameh Tabataba’i University,
Tehran, Iran

Assistant Professor, Department of Persian
Somayeh Aghababaei Language and Literature, Faculty of Persian
Literature and Foreign Languages, Allameh
Tabataba’i University, Tehran, Iran

Associate Professor, Department of Persian
Nematollah Iranzadeh* Language and Literature, Faculty of Persian
Literature and Foreign Languages, Allameh
Tabataba’i University, Tehran, Iran

Abstract

Given the significance of Persian literary works in linguistic studies,
examining scientific works authored to introduce or -critique
prominent Persian literary texts is of considerable importance.
However, many of these works deviate from their main purpose—
presenting major literary achievements—due to deficiencies in the
application of the scientific register of Persian. The present study
investigates the use of scientific language in works by Mo’ayyed
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Shirazi, Pournamdarian, Zarrinkoub, and Khorramshahi, all of which
were awarded the Book of the Year of the Islamic Republic of Iran
during the 1980s. The study seeks to answer the following question:
What deficiencies exist in the application of scientific language in
Persian literary research? By combining aspects of qualitative and
quantitative research methods, the authors extracted errors directly
from the works under study and identified their distribution. The
analysis reveals recurrent features such as semantic deviation,
historical deviation, stylistic deviation, parallelism, citation of literary
texts to reinforce rhetorical effects, metaphor, metonymy, ambiguity,
redundancy, and evaluative judgment.

1. Introduction

Persian literary works represent one of the most important dimensions
of Iran’s cultural and historical heritage. Thus, introducing these
works to contemporary generations and to non-Persian audiences is of
great significance. One crucial issue in this regard concerns the degree
to which scientific works, aimed at studying and presenting major
Persian literary texts, succeed in fulfilling this mission.

A review of authoritative sources in the field of Persian literary
criticism shows that these works sometimes fail to achieve their
intended purpose. One of the main reasons is the improper application
of the scientific register in such texts. Deviations from the principles
of scientific writing often disrupt communication between author and
reader, leaving the intended meaning obscure. The present study
focuses on the application of the scientific register of Persian in the
selected winners of Book of the Year between 1981 and 1991.

2. Literature Review

No independent research has been conducted specifically on the
application of scientific language in Persian literary studies.
Nonetheless, several linguistic investigations have addressed the
scientific register of Persian more broadly. For instance, Rafiei and
Sahraei (2013) examined word-formation processes in scientific,
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colloquial, and literary registers of Persian, and compared them with
English. Razavian and Mobaraki (2013) studied the use of
grammatical metaphor in scientific and literary language. Other
relevant works include those by Zaryab Khoi (1984), Ashouri (2007),
Bateni (1993), Hagshenas (1993), Davari Ardakani (1993), Shari‘at
(1993), Farshidvard (1993), Shaghaghi (2005), and Chavoushi (2011).
The lack of detailed studies on the use of scientific language in literary
research, along with the importance of such studies for presenting
Persian literary heritage to new generations and international
audiences highlights the necessity of the present research.

3. Methodology

In this study, random passages from selected work were analyzed in
terms of errors in the application of scientific language. Errors were
extracted directly from the texts themselves rather than the
predetermined categories. In this respect, the approach is qualitative.
Random sampling, however, provided equal probability for selecting
different sections, which resembles quantitative methodology. Coding
and categorization of data were carried out inductively, following
qualitative principles.

The process involved iterative data extraction and hypothesis
modification until no contradictory evidence emerged—an approach
consistent with concepts such as theoretical saturation and analytic
induction in qualitative research (Flick, 2015). The integration of
quantitative and qualitative methods was intended to minimize
researcher bias in data selection, to provide numerical evidence of the
prevalence of errors, and to account for less frequent yet significant
types of errors. The four works awarded the Book of the Year title are:
A New Understanding of Sa ‘di (1983), Symbol and Allegorical Stories
in Persian Literature (1989), Sar-e Ney: Analytical and Comparative
Study of the Masnavi (1999), and Hafez-Nameh (2001).

It should be noted that identifying deficiencies in these works does not
negate their overall scholarly value; rather, the study aims to shed light
on the scientific register employed in these influential texts.
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4. Discussion and Conclusion

The findings indicate that the works under scrutiny contain frequent
deficiencies such as semantic deviation, historical deviation, stylistic
deviation, parallelism, reliance on literary quotations to enhance
rhetorical function, metaphor, metonymy, ambiguous expressions,
redundancy, and evaluative judgment. Notably, in Pournamdarian
(1989), metaphorical usage and evaluative judgment were absent.
Quantitative analysis shows:45 of 83 sentences in Mo’ayyed Shirazi’s
work, 73 of 159 sentences in Pournamdarian’s work, 342 of 377
sentences in Zarrinkoub’s work, and 86 of 153 sentences in
Khorramshahi’s work contained such deficiencies.

These recurring features cannot be dismissed as minor or exceptional.
Many of them strengthen the literary quality of the language, causing
the texts to resemble literary rather than scientific works. At the same
time, issues such as redundancy and ambiguous vocabulary hinder
clarity and precision, which are essential in scientific writing.
Consequently, while these works play a vital role in Persian literary
scholarship, the identified deficiencies reveal the gap between
scientific and literary registers in Persian academic discourse.

Keywords: scientific language, literary language, literary research,
Persian literature, Book of the Year.
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