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Abstract

Persian is a verb-final language; that is, its basic unmarked word order
is SOV. Clauses in Persian, like other languages, have both the core-
elements and non-core elements. The lack of the non-core elements or
adjuncts in a clause does not make it ungrammatical but a speaker or
writer uses these elements to express his/her intentions. This study
aims to investigate the post-verbal position of the non-core elements
and the contributing factors in taking pre- and post-verbal positions of
these elements in colloquial Persian in the selected Persian corpus
including Sweet Jam, Da, Things Left Unsaid and Urn. To this end,
893 leftward scrambled clauses out of 9105 clauses were studied. The
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results of this study show that only the non-core elements of location
and destination take the post-verbal position, which is mainly the
position of given information and non-focused part of a clause in the
corpus. Moreover, the omission of preposition is the characteristic of
the post verbal position. There are also contributing factors so that
non-core elements do not take the pre- and post-verbal positions
accidentally. In addition, the core elements of a clause do not take the
post verbal position.

1. Introduction

The present study investigates the post-verbal position of non-core
clause elements in colloquial Persian. The unmarked order of core
elements in Persian is Subject—Object—Verb. In addition to core
elements, clauses may contain non-core elements or adjuncts, whose
absence does not render the clause ungrammatical; however, speakers
employ them when necessary to express communicative intentions.
Persian also exhibits a syntactic phenomenon known as scrambling,
whereby sentence constituents, along with their case markers, are
moved. This phenomenon manifests in different forms and may shift
elements either rightward or leftward, depending on the directionality
of Persian orthography. Importantly, such movement is syntactically
optional, and its motivation is primarily discourse-driven (Rasekh-
Mahand, 2003: 113). This article focuses on leftward movement,
specifically the post-verbal positioning of non-core elements, and the
factors governing such ordering. In this study, “leftward scrambling”
refers exclusively to the movement of elements into the post-verbal
position. The research questions addressed are: (i) which non-core
elements undergo leftward scrambling in colloquial Persian? (ii) what
is their information-structural status in the post-verbal position? and
(111) what factors determine the ordering of non-core elements before
and after the verb?
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2. Literature Review

Research on postposing in Persian includes works by Frommer
(1981), Rasekh-Mahand & Mousavi (2007), Roberts (2009), and
Rasekh-Mahand & Ghiasvand (2013). Frommer (1981: 144) argues
that the postposed position is non-emphatic, i.e., it is associated with
given information. He also notes the deletion of prepositions in post-
verbal contexts. Rasekh-Mahand & Mousavi (2007: 16) emphasize the
interaction of prosody and discourse, concluding that postposed
elements do not receive sentence-level emphasis. Roberts (2009: 126)
examines the post-verbal position of clause elements, focusing on
alternations in the movement of prepositional phrases of destination.
They argue that when the event is central, this prepositional phrase is
postposed, advancing the narrative line; when the phrase remains in
its unmarked position, the described events are not central to the
discourse. Rasekh-Mahand & Ghiasvand (2013: 44) conclude that
postposed elements are heavier than their unmarked counterparts;
definiteness influences postposing; animacy shows no consistent
correlation; and the more presupposed an element is, the greater its
likelihood of being postposed.

3. Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, with the clause as
the unit of analysis. From a corpus of 9105 clauses, 893 instances were
identified in which non-core elements occurred in post-verbal position.
The corpus was selected for its colloquial style. Following Roberts
(2009: 128), prepositional phrases of destination co-occur with motion
verbs, while prepositional phrases of location accompany non-motion
verbs; this framework is adopted here. The research proceeded in four
stages: firstly, identification of clauses with postposed non-core
elements, based on Roberts’ (2009: 97) unmarked ordering of simple
Persian clauses. Secondly, classification and quantification of the types
of leftward-scrambled elements. Thirdly, examination of the
information-structural status of the post-verbal position and finally
analysis of preposition status in post-verbal position. The ordering of
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non-core elements before and after the verb was also investigated, along
with the factors influencing their placement.

4. Results

Within the corpus, destination and location adjuncts were the only
non-core elements found in post-verbal position. Among these,
destination adjuncts showed a stronger tendency than location
adjuncts to occur post-verbally. The data confirm that postposing of
destination and location adjuncts is characteristic of colloquial
Persian. Preposition deletion was also observed as a feature of the
post-verbal domain, occurring more frequently with location adjuncts
than with destination adjuncts. Such deletion may reflect stylistic
choices by speakers. Regarding information structure, both new and
given information appeared in the post-verbal position, though the
distribution indicates that this position predominantly hosts given
information. The placement of adjuncts before or after the verb is not
random but motivated by discourse factors, as evidenced in the corpus.

5. Conclusion

The findings suggest that Roberts’ (2009: 97) account of unmarked
clause ordering requires revision in colloquial Persian. In this register,
two unmarked positions are available for destination and location
adjuncts: pre-verbal and post-verbal. Both positions are primarily
associated with given, non-emphatic information. The movement of non-
core elements in either position depends on factors such as discourse
context, verb type, presence or absence of emphasis, number of adjuncts
in the clause, emphasis on other clause elements, clause type (imperative,
interrogative, etc.), and whether the adjunct is full or reduced. These
observations support the notion of an emphasis gradient: the beginning
of the clause carries the highest degree of prominence, while the clause-
final position is least prominent and non-emphatic.

Keywords: Persian language, non-core elements, scrambling, post
verbal position, information structure.
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