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Abstract

Theoretical foundation of systemic functional grammar as a general and
corpus-based theory concentrates on function and meaning and also focuses
on text and the use of language in context. This theory should be applicable to
all languages and linguistic works. In this grammar all our inner and outer
experiences could be represented by experiential meta-function and its process
through transitivity system. This article is a stylistic investigation of the verbs,
the process types, and relative frequency of them in dramatic texts. The
present study indicates how this theory is capable of analyzing and
interpreting dramatic texts stylistically and examining the role of language in
dramatic structure. In this study, the authors analyze five famous
contemporary Persian plays by transitivity system within the framework of
SFG. We consider the frequency and percentage of process types in each play
as a stylistic parameter which shows unique structural features of dramatic
texts and stylistic features of each play and playwright.
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