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Abstract

News headlines do more than summarizing stories, and stylistic devices are highly used to write
interesting headlines. However, some stylistic devices function as representations of the discourse
strategy of intertextuality, and as a result, can shape or influence the readers’ interpretation of the
text. In the light of this, the present study has sought to investigate the stylistic devices used in
the Iranian sport newspaper headlines. To do so, the news headlines of 8 sports newspapers
published in Tehran were randomly selected over a period of three months in 2018 and,
consequently, a total of 185 headlines supposedly containing stylistic devices were selected and
were then categorized according to Leigh’s Model which provides a framework to classify figures
of speech. According to the findings of the study, allusion and pun together accounted for over
half of the total number the stylistic devices, and personification, paradox, repetition, and
quotation were found to be the least used ones. The findings also indicated that the discourse
strategy of intertextuality has mainly been realized through allusion which required background
knowledge on the readers’ part. Furthermore, the study provides implications for Persian language

learners.
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1. Introduction

Bell (1991) holds that “headlines are a part of news rhetoric whose function is to attract the
reader” (p. 189). In other words, headlines both tell and sell (Ludwig & Gilmore, 2005). On the
other hand, there are various relations, whether be in form or in meaning, among texts which are
called intertextuality. Additionally, intertextuality involves stylistic devices like illusion (Azam,
2001). As a result, news headlines not only can reveal hidden meanings and the stylistic devices
used but also can reflect a newspaper’s position. However, decoding and understanding texts
involving intertextuality requires background information and pragmatic knowledge on the part
of readers (Biber, 2003). Accordingly, using Leigh’s (1994) classification of stylistic devices and
following a discourse-based approach, this research aimed to provide a quantitative and qualitative

analysis of sports headlines in an Iranian context.

2. Literature Review

The most relevant studies are Bonyadi and Samuel (2013), Toosi Nasr-Abadi and Rowshan
(2016), Namvar and Amiri Paryan (2017), Monsefi and Mahadi (2017), Maretha and Kongthai
(2017), Afzali and Ahmadi Nasab (2018), and Karimi Firoozjaei and Araghi Yazdanparast (2018).
Bonyadi and Samuel (2013) found out that metonymy and allusion were the most used. Based on
the theory of conceptual metaphor, Toosi Nasr-Abadi and Rowshan (2016) determined that the
metaphor ‘football is war’ was the most frequent. Namvar and Amiri Paryan (2017) used the
cognitive semantics framework to learn that existential metaphors were the most dominant.
Monsefi and Mahadi (2017) discovered that metonymy was the most common. Maretha and
Kongthai (2017) noted that metonymy was the most frequent. Afzali and Ahmadi Nasab (2018)
observed that allusion, simile, and contradiction were the most prevalent. Karimi Firoozjaei and

Eraghi Yazdanparast (2018) realized that headlines involve sociolinguistic and ideological contents.

3. Methodology

This research adopts Leigh’s (1994) model to describe and analyze various kinds of figures of
speech used in the texts. The data consists of headlines from sports newspapers published daily
in Iran. They were randomly collected over a three-month period dating back to the years 2018-
2019. A total of 185 headlines from 8 sports newspapers supposedly containing figures of speech
were gathered through the Website www.varzesh3.com which provides a good archive of the front
pages of the sports newspapers. However, the Leigh’s model was adapted to cover more figures
of speech because some items which are mainly found in Persian poetry cannot be found in the
model. Meanwhile, some figures of speech which cannot find their parallels in Persian language

were excluded from the list.
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4. Results

Allusion was found to be the most prevalent figure of speech with a frequency of 52 out of 185,
amounting to 25 percent of the total number. It was followed by pun with a frequency of 45 or
24.3 percent of the total. Simile came third with a frequency of 16 or 8.6 percent. Metonymy was
next with a frequency of 11 or 5.9 percent. The least frequent figures of speech were reiteration
(2 cases or 1 percent) and quotation (1 case or 0.5 percent). Generally speaking, the findings of
this study agreed with the previous research such as Bonyadi and Samuel (2013), Monsefi and
Mahadi (2017), Maretha and Kongthai (2017), and Afzali and Ahmadi Nasab (2018).

5. Conclusion

The reason allusion and pun were found to be the most common figures of speech can be
explained by saying that understanding headlines using these stylistic devices will be thought to
be much easier. Furthermore, the headline writer simply seeks to add some style and attractiveness
to the text through brevity instead of creating riddles, getting readers confused, and making text
very difficult so that only a small number of readers can understand it completely. To achieve
that, the most common stylistic devices are employed which stress shared knowledge, activating
previous knowledge on the reader’s mind. Additionally, the findings of this study emphasize an
important aspect of learning any language: language and culture are inextricably linked. This
implies that the close relationship between language and culture is realized through

representations of intertextuality like allusion and quotation.
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