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Abstract
The transmission of messages through new communication channels,

such as websites, is one of the novel tasks that language has
undertaken, and the expansion of such linguistic communications
necessitates further research in this area. The plurality of both authors
and audiences on websites has resulted in these platforms serving as
mediums for promoting either standard or, in some instances, non-
standard linguistic patterns; thus, provided that sound and standard
prose underpins the writing on these websites, they can also be
regarded as tools for teaching standard language models. In this study,
the Tabnak news website was examined from this perspective, and its
news articles from Farvardin to Shahrivar 1401 were analyzed
regarding the application of non-standard linguistic patterns in
Persian. Following the analysis, the findings were categorized into

three groups: 1. Technical Editing: Involving the punctuation rules of
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the Persian script. 2. Linguistic Editing: Encompassing the
examination of non-standard forms in three categories: nouns, verbs,
and particles. 3.Rhetorical Editing: Comprising clichés, improper
borrowing of linguistic expressions, and spurious innovations. In each
category, non-standard forms were identified and their standard
counterparts were provided to reinforce practical applicability. The
results indicate that non-standard linguistic patterns were most
prevalent in the second category, namely linguistic editing, compared
to the other groups. Consequently, there is a clear need for enhanced
practical training on this issue for the target audience—namely,
journalists and editors of news websites—and, from a research
perspective, the generalizability of these findings may be improved by

expanding the sample size.

1. Introduction

Today, the Persian language undertakes crucial functions, such as
information dissemination, in new contexts like websites. This
necessitates an examination of the language and its characteristics
within this medium. As the content of these websites is prepared
rapidly, meticulous attention to the correct application of linguistic
principles diminishes. Consequently, certain non-standard linguistic
patterns, particularly those introduced through the translation of
foreign news websites, gradually infiltrate the language. Given the
vast audience of these media outlets, these patterns are rapidly
disseminated and subsequently adopted in other written genres. To
prevent this, it is essential to analyze the text of news websites,
identify non-standard patterns, and demonstrate their correct forms.
The media language variety is used in radio and television,
newspapers, non-specialist periodicals, and, more recently, on the

internet. Since news websites are considered the modern form of
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newspapers and periodicals, they fall into this category. The audience
for this variety is the public, and due to the high speed of content
production, errors and mistakes find their way into its linguistic
patterns. Deviation from the standard variety is more prevalent in this
genre than in others. Therefore, contributing to the standardization of
this variety is of paramount importance, as the ever-increasing
audience and the omnipresence (anytime, anywhere access) of digital
media exponentially amplify the propagation of non-standard

linguistic patterns.

2. Literature Review

The following two studies have examined non-standard patterns from
the perspectives of technical and linguistic editing:

- Khalili Ardali, Vahid, et al. (2017). The Status of Persian Writing
in High-Traffic National Websites from the Perspective of Technical
Editing Principles. Research in Persian Language and Literature, 46,
69-98.

- Khalili Ardali, Vahid, et al. (2018). Non-Standard Patterns in the
Writing of High-Traffic Websites from the Perspective of Linguistic
Editing Principles (Verb, Noun, and Particle). Literary Criticism and
Stylistics Research, 32, 11-42.

The present study, in addition to the two mentioned above, will also
address rhetorical editing to provide a more comprehensive overview

of non-standard linguistic patterns.

3. Discussion

Standard Persian is the universal and unifying variety among the
languages and dialects spoken across various geographical regions of
Iran. This variety, which is close to the spoken form, is used by the

educated and serves as the language of mass media and education.
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Standard Persian must convey concepts to the reader or audience using
the most fluent words and sentences, a unified orthography, and
correct grammar.

This language is free from redundancy, cliché, ambiguity, unintended
double entendre, colloquialisms, purist tendencies, contrived
Arabicisms, calquing from foreign languages, and linguistic errors.
In this research, non-standard linguistic patterns on the Tabnak news
website were investigated. For this purpose, news items from this
website for the period from Farvardin to Shahrivar 1401 (March-
September 2022) were initially extracted, amounting to 50 news items
per day. These sentences were analyzed at three levels: technical

editing, linguistic editing, and rhetorical editing.

4. Results & Conclusion

In the technical editing section, Persian orthography was one of the
criteria examined. The results indicated that non-standard forms in
compounds (of various types) were repeated 271 times, representing
the highest frequency. Following compounds, non-standard spellings
of the hamza (glottal stop) with 142 instances ranked second. The third
highest frequency belonged to the suffixes -far and -tarin
‘comparative and superlative’ respectively with 97 instances. The
spelling of be (of various types) occurred 82 times; the spelling of in,
an, hamin, haman, hi¢ ‘this, that, this same, that same, none’
respectively, 69 times; the spelling of possessive pronouns 58 times;
prefixes 28 times; words with dual accepted spellings 21 times; and
the spelling of -am, -i, ast ‘verb endings and enclitics’ with 14
repetitions, occupied the subsequent ranks.

Another part of the technical editing pertained to punctuation. The
results of this section were as follows: the incorrect use or omission

of the semicolon was more frequent than other punctuation marks. The
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third part of the technical editing concerned the use of numerals and
digits, in which 5 instances non-compliant with the standard pattern
were identified from the Tabnak website.

To facilitate the analysis, the linguistic editing section was divided
into three groups: noun, verb, and particle.

- In the "noun" section, criteria such as foreign words, common
linguistic errors, other linguistic errors, feminine adjectives, non-
standard plurals, and the use of definite forms instead of indefinite
were analyzed. The most frequent non-standard uses of nouns on the
Tabnak news website pertained to linguistic errors.

n

- In the linguistic editing of "verbs," non-standard uses such as
lengthy verbs, inappropriate verbs, participial phrases, omission of
verb components, sequence of verbs, lack of verb agreement,
separation of compound verb components, and inappropriate use of
the passive voice had the highest frequency on the Tabnak news

website.

- In the linguistic editing of "particles," the non-standard use of
prepositions, conjunctions, the object marker @, and the coordinated
use of va ‘and’ and ya ‘or’ were examined, with the highest frequency
related to the non-standard use of ra.

In the rhetorical editing section, non-standard patterns such as

nn nn

"redundancy," "cliché," "calquing," and "lengthy sentences" were
examined, with the highest frequency belonging to calquing.

Among the three indices of technical, linguistic, and rhetorical editing,
the highest number of non-standard patterns was found in linguistic
editing, revealing the necessity for further training and research in this

area.
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The findings of this research can be beneficial and applicable for
journalists of news websites, editors, and individuals who publish

content in cyberspace.

Keywords: non-standard language patterns, media type of language,

news website, standard language.
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