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1. Introduction

One of the topics that has been considered by many linguists in recent
years is discourse analysis. Different researchers have presented
various points of view on critical discourse analysis such as Hodge
and Kress (1976), Foucault (1980), Fairclough (1996, 2002),
Pennycook (2001), Wodak and Meyer (2001), Van Dijk (2006) and
Van Leeuwen (1996, 2008), among others. Van Leeuwen's (2008)
critical discourse analysis model is a socio-semantic model which
rests on interactions, actions, and reactions between individuals. In
fact, the present study has exclusively been carried out based on this
model in order to understand how social actors are represented and
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also to see whether the application frequency of various discourse
components related to exclusion and some of the inclusion
components in the story of “Bijan and Manijeh” from Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh is significant or not. The purpose of this research is to
study and analyze the way the components of exclusion including
suppression and backgrounding and some components of inclusion
comprising  impersonalization, categorization, personalization,
passivation, generalization, and their subcomponents are manifested
in representing social actors in “Bijan and Manijeh” story from
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh.

The text under study in this research is the story of “Bijan and
Manijeh” taken from Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. This story comprises a
total of 1312 verses out of the entire Shahnameh book. It is made up
of a series of events that are perfectly connected. In the first verses of
the story, the poet speaks about a female storyteller who has narrated
the whole story to him, and the poet tells this story to readers again.
By considering the importance of the Shahnameh book and using the
discourse-oriented components related to inclusion and exclusion as
developed in Van Leeuwen's (2008) model, we can deal with how
social actors are represented in the text of this story and then the way
it is possible to describe, compare and analyze the application
frequency of each component and the relevant sub-components.
Correspondingly, the questions of the present study are as follows:

1) How different types of discourse components of inclusion and
some exclusion components are represented in the story of “Bijan and
Manijeh?

2) What kind of relationship is there between the frequency of various
discourse components of Van Leeuwen's model under study in the
story of Bijan and Manijeh?

Based on these questions the following hypotheses are proposed:

1) All kinds of discourse components of exclusion and inclusion
components under investigation of “Bijan and Manijeh” are
represented in accordance with those of VVan Leeuwen's model (2008).
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2) There is a significant relationship between the frequency of various
discourse components of Van Leeuwen's model under study in the
story of “Bijan and Manijeh”.

2. Literature Review

Critical discourse analysis is an interdisciplinary topic and Van
Leeuwen's (2008) model has also provided a suitable platform for
analyzing all kinds of texts. Considering the wide range of works done
in non-literary fields that have been examined using this model, in this
research only works that have benefited from this model in literary
studies are introduced and some of them are presented here:

Fallahi, Tavakoli, and Sahebi (2009) analyzed the text of Golestan
book. The result of their work showed that the poet used the elements
of mystery by using the components of exclusion. Also, Rafii (2011)
examined two parts of Golestan book and used this model. The results
displayed that the poet was silent in the first part and was dynamic in
the second part. Pushneh and Moin (2013) examined a book, by
Ebrahim Golestan based on Van Leeuwen's model. The results of their
research demonstrated that all actors who were at the top of power
were represented by the components of exclusion.

Andy, Saeednia, and Asadi (2013) examined two novels: Sang-e-
sabur and Su-o-shun and found that the poet considered women as the
second sex and weak by using the components of Van Leeuwen's
(2008) model. Rahimian and Jokar (2014) used this model and
analyzed Bahar's poems. In this work, the component of valuing and
activation have been used a lot to show a sense of patriotism and
justice. Similarly, Meghdari and Jahangiri (2014) studied six books by
Aminpur, Harati and Rezainia which are about the Iran-Irag war based
on Van Leeuwen's (2008) model. The results showed that the poet
gave a positive appraisement to the values that were arising from the
war.
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3. Methodology

As to the research methodology, first, the definition of each
component and the relevant sub-component has been provided
following Van Leeuwen's definitions, and then different types of
sentences including simple sentences, sentences with omitted verbs,
and quasi-sentences have been extracted from the text of “Bijan and
Manijeh” story. The application frequency and percentage of each
component and the given sub-components have been shown in tables.
Then, the Chi-Square test has been used in order to measure the
significant relationship between the main components and their sub-
components separately in comparison. If the significance level is less
than 0.05, then the frequency application of the component under
study is significant. On the contrary, if the significance level obtained
from the Chi-square test is more than 0.05, then the application
frequency of such a component is not significant.

4. Conclusion

The research results show that the poet has used all sub-components
of exclusion and the given components of inclusion under
investigation in this story. Besides, Chi-square test results designate
that there is a comparatively significant relationship between the
application frequencies of major intended components compared with
each other and also their sub-components. The analysis of exclusion
results reveals that the poet does not have a tendency to secretly
represent the social actors. In addition, the results of the inclusion
components under study indicate that the poet has used positive
appraisement and subjection sub-components and has tried to
characterize the social actors more effectively with a positive value.
Moreover, in most sentences, the social actors are represented by
giving reference to their utterances, physical features and using
similes and metaphors.

Keywords: social actors, exclusion, inclusion, Van Leeuwen’s model,
Bijan and Manijeh story
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